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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Urban  District  of  Whitby 
for  the  Year  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Membets  of 

The  Whitby  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

The  report  for  the  year  1925,  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
present  to  you,  is  a  survey  report  including  statistics  for  the 
four  preceding  years,  and  it  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Such  a  report  has 
to  be  made  every  fifth  year. 

The  figures  for  the  year  1925  are  based  on  the  Registrar 
General’s  estimate  of  a  population  of  12,450. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

WHITBY  AREA. 

1.  Area. — The  Area  of  the  District  in  Acres  (exclusive 

of  the  area  covered  by  water)  is  2,049  4  which  is  the 

same  as  in  previous  years. 

2.  Population. — The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  for 
1925  is  12,450.  In  1921  the  Census  showed  a  population  of 
12,512,  but  as  the  Census  was  taken  in  the  month 
of  June,  instead  of  April  as  on  former  occasions,  and  as  there 
was  a  considerable  influx  of  visitors  in  that  month  who'  were 
necessarily  included  in  the  Census,  the  Registrar  General 
estimated  that  the  actual  residential  population  was  11,910. 

The  same  estimate  was  given  for  the  year  1922. 

In  1923  he  estimated  the  population  to  be  12,140,  and 
in  1924  to  be  12,370. 

Thus  the  population  is  estimated  to  have  increased  from 
11,910  in  1921  to  12,450  in  1925. 

During  the  summer  visiting  season  the  population 
approximates  to  20,000. 

3.  Number  of  inhabited  houses: — 

In  1921  it  was  2,903. 

In  1925  it  was  2,949. 

4.  Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers.  This 

cannot  be  ascertained. 


5-  Rateable  value  : — 

In  1921,  ;^'53,9io.  Assessable  value,  ;^48,52o. 

In  1925,  ^£'59,363.  Assessable  value,  ;^54,i48. 

6.  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  less  allowances  : — 

In  1921,  ;£202. 

In  1925,  ;^'225. 

Births. — In  1925  207  births  were  notified — 102  males  and 
105  females;  and  of  these  6  males  and  3  females  were 
illeg'itimate. 

The  nett  birth  rate  was  16.62  per  1,000  of  population. 

The  illegitimate  birth  rate  was  4.34  per  100  births. 

In  the  four  previous  years  the  respective  figures  were 
as  follows  : — 

Illegilimate  Nett  Illegitimate 

Births.  Births.  Birth  Rate.  Birth  Bate. 

1921  ...  247  ...  16  ...  20^738  ...  6'39 

1922  ...  243  ...  16  ...  20^403  ...  6'58 

1923  ...  226  ...  16  ...  i8’6i  ...  7*07 

1924  ...  230  ...  12  ...  i8‘59  ...  6’o8 

The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  has  fallen  from 
22‘4  in  1921  to  i8’3  in  1925  per  1,000  of  population. 

The  Whitby  birth  rate  for  1925  is  appreciably  lower  than 
the  average  for  the  whole  country. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  District 
in  1925  was  145,  of  which  125  were  residents  and  20  were 
strangers.  Four  deaths  of  residents  occurred  outside  the 
district,  making  the  total  number  of  deaths  of  residents  129 
(67  males  and  62  females). 

The  general  death  rate  was  io’66  per  1,000  of  population, 
compared  with  a  corresponding  rate  of  12' 2  for  England  and 
Wales. 

I'he  number  of  deaths  in  the  four  preceding  years  were 
as  follows  : — 

1921  ...  134  ...  Rate  1 1 ‘75  1923  ...  144  ...  Rate  ii’86 

1922  ...  178  Rate  i4'94  1924  ...  157  ...  Rate  12*69 

The  average  rate  for  5  years  per  1,000  of  population  is 
12*38. 

Infant  Mortality. — There  were  10  deaths  of  infants  under 
I  year  of  age  in  1925.  One'  was  of  an  illegitimate  child. 

'rhe  death  rate  per  1,000  births  was  48*3. 

The  corresponding  rates  were  as  follows  : — 

1921  ...  Rate  64*76  1923  ...  Rate  39*82 

1922  ...  Rate  94*65  1924  ...  Rate  63*41 


4 

Average  rate  for  five  years  is  62*18,  which  is  a  very  low 
average. 

Causes  of  Death  in  1925. — ^The  following  table  gives  the 
causes  of  death,  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s  classifi¬ 
cation  of  causes : — 

Males.  Females.  T’tl. 


1.  Enteric  Fever  .  i  o  i 

2.  Smallpox  . . ! . I .  o  o  o 

3.  Measles  . o  i  i 

4.  Scarlet  Fever  .  o  o  o 

5.  Whooping  Cough  .  000 

6.  Diphtheria  . 000 

7.  Influenza  . 022 

8.  Encephalitis  Lethargica  .  i  o  i 

9.  Meningococeal  Meningitis  .  o  o  o 

10.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System...  6  5  ii 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  .  o  3  3 

12.  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease .  12  5  17 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever  .  o  o  o 

14.  Diabetes  . i  2  3 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc . .  8  8  16 

16.  Heart  Disease  . .  7  9  16 

17.  Arterio'-sclerosis  .  7  5  12 

18.  Bronchitis  .  4  2  6 

19.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .  235 

20.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  .  o  o  o 

21.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  .  o  i  i 

22.  Diarrhoea,  etc  (under  2  years)  .  000 

23.  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  .  o  o  o 

24.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  .  o  o  o 

25.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  .  213 

26.  Puerperal  Sepsis  . . . .  000 

27.  Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition  .  o  o  o 

28.  Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 

premature  birth  .  3  i  4 

29.  Suicide  . 000 

30.  Other  Deaths  from  violence* .  314 

31.  Other  defined  diseases  .  9  13  22 

32.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  . .  i  o  i 


Total  ...  67  62  129 
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Ages  at  Death. 


The  ages  at  which  the  125 

deaths 

occurred 

within  the 

district  were  as  follows  : — 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  i  year  . 

5  ••• 

...  3  .. 

....  8 

Between  i  and  5  years  . 

I 

2 

....  3 

Between  5  and  15  years  . 

2 

...  3  .. 

....  5 

Between  15  and  25  years  .... 

2 

...  3  .. 

....  5 

Between  25  and  45  years  .... 

5  ••• 

...  5  .. 

....  10 

Between  45  and  65  years . 

18  ... 

...  9  .. 

....  27 

Over  65  years  . 

33  ••• 

...  34  .. 

....  67 

Total  .. 

.  66 

59 

Thus,  more  than  half  the 

deaths. 

or  53-6 

per  cent.. 

occurred  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

Fifty-nine  of  the  deaths  were  in  persons  over  three  score 
and  ten  years,  giving  a  percentage  of  47'2. 

A  very  similar  state  of  affairs  is  shown  each  year,  so  that 
it  may  fairly  be  said  that  one-half  of  the  people  in  Whitby 
may  expect  to  live  to  the  age  of  70  years.  This  statement  is 
substantiated  by  the  figures  of  the  last  five  years,  which  show 
an  average  of  5o’86  per  100  deaths  occurred  after  the  age 
of  65  years. 

AMOUNT  OF  POOR  LAW  RELIEF  IN  1925. 

As  regards  medical  relief,  there  is  a  hospital  ward  in  the 
Poor  Law  Institution.  Medical  attendance  is  also  supplied  by 
the  Medical  Officers — Dr.  H.  H.  Raw  for  the  East  Side  of  the 
town,  and  Dr.  L.  W.  K.  Scargill  for  the  West  Side. 

No  special  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  have  to  be 
noted  in  the  area  during  the  period  under  review ;  and  no 
conditions  of  occupation  are  known  tO'  have  had  a  prejudicial 


effect  on  health. 

£  s.  d. 

Amount  of  ordinary  Out  Relief  in  1925  .  i)358  17  10 

Amount  of  Medical  Relief  in  1925  .  240  6  6^ 
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(lENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

1.  Tuberculosis. — Nil. 

2.  Maternity. — Nil. 

3.  Children. — Nil. 

4.  Fever. — There  is  a  Fever  Hospital  provided  by  the 
Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils  acting'  in  agreement  with 
each  other,  and  admitting  Urban  and  Rural  cases.  It  is 
situated  on  farm  land  belonging  to  the  Urban  District 
Council,  outside  the  Urban  boundary,  i;^  miles  distant  from 
the  centre  of  the  town.  It  comprises  two  wooden  buildings 
of  two  wards  each,  a  small  ward  for  four  beds  in  a  brick 
building,  and  a  room  in  the  administrative  building.  The 
accommodation  is  for  22  beds  and  5  cots.  At  ordinary  times 
this  accommodation  suffices,  but  it  is  insufficient  if  an  epidemic 
occurs.  Taking  the  approximate  combined  Urban  and  Rural 
population  at  22,000,  there  is  thus  only  one  bed  per  1,000 
inhabitants.  I  consider  that  there  should  be  a  larger  build¬ 
ing  of  a  permanent  type. 

5.  Smallpox. — Within  the  boundaries  of  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  at  a  distance  from  all  other  buildings,  is  a 
separate  wooden  building  of  two  wards  for  smallpox  cases. 
There  has  been  no  case  of  smallpox  in  the  area  for  over  20 
years,  but  persons  who  have  been  under  suspicion  by  contact 
with  smallpox  elsewhere  have  from  time  to  time  been  accom¬ 
modated  in  this  building  for  isolation  and  observation. 

Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate 
infants  and  homeless  children. — None  is  provided,  and  none  is 
needed  in  this  area. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases. — An  up-to-date  Motor  Ambulance 

is  provided  by  the  Council. 

(b)  For  Non-infectious  and  Accident  Cases. — A  properly- 

equipped  Motor  Ambulance  is  kept  at  the  West  Cliff 
Garage,  and  it  is  admirably  served  by  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 

AUTHORITY. 

LIST  OF  OFFICERS. 

Ur.  J.  G.  Ross,  M.B.,  C.M.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(part  time). 

Mr.  O.  E.  Graham,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole 
time).  Cert.  Royal  Sanitary  Inst.,  as  Inspector  of 
Nuisances;  Cert.  Royal  Sanitary  Inst.,  as  Inspector  of 
Meat  and  other  Foods.  Cert.  Institute  of  Cleansing 
Superintendents. 

Nurse  A.  G.  Robbins,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.  (whole  time). 

Nurse  B.  Cox,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.  (whole  time). 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  only  official  nurse  is  the  maternity  nurse,  Miss  A.  G. 
Robbins,  C.M.B. 

Infectious  diseases  are  not  nursed  at  home,  except  under 
circumstances  specially  sanctioned  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  any  nurse  employed  is  privately  paid  for. 

General  Nursing. — A  private,  voluntary  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tion  carries  out  very  good  work  in  the  town.  The  work  of 
their  nurse.  Nurse  Atkinson,  is  highly  thought  of  by  doctors 
and  patients. 

Midwives. — One  only.  Nurse  Robbins,  is  subsidised  by 
the  Local  Authority.  Three  other  unofficial  midwives 
practice  in  the  area,  and  this  number  is  sometimes  added  to 
by  others,  whose  work  is  of  a  more  temporary  and  occasional 
nature. 

Chemical  Work. — The  need  for  this  has  not  arisen. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

LIST  OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE=LAWS,  AND  LOCAL 
REGULATIONS  RELATING  TO  THE  PUBLIC 

HEALTH. 

Adoptive  Acts — 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Local  Acts — 

Whitby  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1905. 

Whitby  Improvement  Acts,  1837  to  1841. 

Local  Government  Board  Provisional  Orders  Confirma¬ 
tion  (No.  3)  Act,  1874. 
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Local  Government  Board  Provisional  Orders  Confirma¬ 
tion  (No.  7)  Act,  1906. 

Local  Government  Board  Provisional  Orders  Confirma¬ 
tion  (No.  12)  Act,  1914. 

Electric  Lig'hting'  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  8)  Act,  1891. 
Part  III.  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  was 
adopted  in  1893,  1895,  and  Part  IV.  in 

1902. 

The  Private  Streets  Works  Act  was  adopted  in  1893. 

Bye=Laws — 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  sanctioned  in  1881. 
Nuisances,  sanctioned  in  1880. 

Cleansing  of  Footways,  etc.,  the  Removal  of  House 
Refuse,  etc.,  and  the  Cleansing  of  Privies,  Ashpits, 
Cesspools,  etc.,  sanctioned  in  1880. 

The  Trade  of  a  Tripe  Boiler,  sanctioned  in  1883. 

Pleasure  Boats  and  Vessels,  sanctioned  in  1881. 
Slaughter-houses,  sanctioned  in  1880. 

Common  Lodging-houses,  sanctioned  in  1880. 

Hackney  Carriages,  sanctioned  in  1880,  1898,  1899. 
Public  Bathing,  sanctioned  in  1902. 

The  Trade  of  a  Tallow  Melter,  sanctioned  in  1883. 
Regulations  with  respect  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk 
Shops  were  adopted  in  1902,  and  with  respect  to  the 
user  of  the  Foreshore  and  Sands,  in  1901. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres — 

1.  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  (See  page  12). 

2.  School  Clinics. — These  are  held  on  the  same  premises 

as  the  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  at  such 
times  as  the  School  Medical  Officer  may  direct. 

There  are  no  other  treatment  centres. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  supply  of  water  In  the  area  is  sufficient  to  meet  all 
requirements,  and  is  of  excellent  quality  for  drinking  and 
domestic  use.  The  following  is  the  most  recent  analysis  : — 

Parts  per  million. 

Free  Ammonia  .  o‘oo8 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  o'oyb 

Chlorine  .  170 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  Nil. 

Total  solids  (see  below)  ....  i6o'o 

Permanent  hardness  .  43*0  =  4^3  degrees  per  cent. 

Temporary  hardness  .  59'o"5’9  degrees  per  cent. 

Total  hardness  .  io2'o=  io’2  degrees  per  cent. 

The  Reaction  is  neutral,  and  free  from  heavy  metals. 
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The  total  solids  consist  of : — 


Silica  .  4‘o 

Iron  and  Alumina  .  Nil 

Lime  (Ca  o)  .  53‘6 

Magnesia  (Mg  o)  .  8'8 

Sulphates  (SO  3)  .  37'2 

Chlorides  (C  i)  .  i7‘2 

Carbonic  anhydride  .  39*2 


i6o'o 


This  is  an  excellent  water,  and  it  is  of  medium  hard¬ 
ness.  There  is  a  constant  supply,  and  the  approximate 
number  of  dwelling-houses  served  is  3,000.  The  whole 
population  is  supplied  from  the  works. 

The  source  of  supply  is  from  springs  on  the  Goathland 
Moors,  and  is  piped  direct  from  these  springs  to  the  storage 
reservoir  at  Randymere,  thus  preventing  any  possibility  of 
contamination.  These  waters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumbo- 
solvent  action. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  River  Esk  forms  the  western  boundary  of  the  area 
from  Briggswath  tO’  a  point  about  one  mile  from  the  centre 
of  the  town,  where  it  enters  the  Urban  area,  and  then  flows 
through  the  town  of  Whitby  to  the  sea.  The  length  of  the 
river  from  Briggswath  tO'  the  sea  is  about  four  miles. 

Pollution  occurs  just  outside  the  Urban  boundary  at 
Briggswath,  where  the  river  receives  the  untreated  sewerage 
of  Sleights  village. 

I'here  is  also  a  little  pollution  within  the  Urban  area  at 
tlie  small  village  of  Riiswarp,  about  two*  miles  by  river  from 
the  town.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  deal  with  this. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  (See  also  pages  25  and  26). 

A  verv  great  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  last  five 
years  in  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal. 

Old  sewers  have  been  examined,  manholes  constructed, 
and  repairs  carried  out  where  necessary.  They  have  been 
periodically  flushed.  V^arious  new  sewers  have  been  con¬ 
structed.  A  very  comprehensive  scheme  of  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal,  designed  by  Messrs.  W.  H.  Radford  and 
.Sons,  Civil  Engineers,  Nottingham,  was  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  work  in  connection  therewith  was 
begun  early  in  this  year.  Under  this  scheme,  the  whole  of 
the  sewage  of  the  West  .Side  of  the  town  will  be  collected  at 
one  point  and  conveyed  under  the  River  E?.’'  by  two  inverted 
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syphons  to  the  East  Side.  There,  together  with  the  East 
Side  sewage,  it  will  join  a  new  main  outfall  sewer,  and  this 
will  discharge  into  the  sea,  below  low-water  mark,  on  the 
Scaur,  about  300  yards  from  the  East  Pier.  Where 
necessary,  new  cast-iron  intercepting  sewers  will  be  con¬ 
structed.  Under  this  scheme  no  sewage  will  pass  into  the 
harbour. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  work  under  the  river  bed 
has  already  been  completed,  and  the  work  is  proceeding 
steadily  towards  completion.  The  value  of  this  scheme  from 
a  sanitary  point-of-view  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
town. 


Five  years  ago,  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  from  the  Spa 
and  Foreshore  was  distinctly  bad.  It  is  now  very  good.  The 
Surveyor  to  the  Council,  Mr.  Blanchard,  installed  on  the 
Foreshore  a  compressed  air  ejector  plant,  by  means  of  which 
sewage  was  raised  to  the  top  of  the  cliff  and  discharged  into 
the  main  sewer,  so  that  the  Foreshore  is  now  quite  free  from 
any  sewage  contamination. 


Other  Sanitary  Circumstances. 

See  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  attached 
hereto. 

SCHOOLS. 


Many  of  our  Schools  are  held  in  old  buildings,  which  are 
not  capable  of  being  brought  into  really  satisfactory 
condition,  but  there  are  no  serious  sanitary  defects.  School 
teachers  are  fully  alive  to  the  necessity  for  safeguarding  the 
health  of  the  scholars  and  for  preventing  the  spread  of 
infectious  disease.  All  cases  of  infectious  disease  are 
reported  to  me  by  the  teachers,  and  I  am  also  kept  informed  of 
illness  in  general  by  the  School  Nurse  and  the  School 
Attendance  Officer. 


HOUSING. 

I. — General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Area: — 

In  the  modern  parts  of  the  town  housing  is  good, 
but  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town  it  is  not  satisfactory, 
and  there  is  a  shortage  of  small  houses. 

II. — Overcrowding  : — 

This  exists  tO'  a  considerable  extent  in  the  older 
parts  of  the  town,  and  is  caused  by  the  shortage  of  small 
houses. 
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III. — Fitness  of  Houses  : — 

The  defects  found  in  unfit  houses  are  due  to  the  age 
of  so  many  of  the  houses,  and  to  ordinary  dilapidations. 
Except  in  isolated  cases,  defects  are  not  due  to  acts  ot 
waste  or  neglect  by  tenants.  The  main  difficulties  met 
with  in  dealing  with  defects  are  lack  of  funds  on  the  pan 
of  owners,  and,  in  many  cases,  repairs  cannot  be  carried 
out  without  temporarily  transferring  tenants  to  other 
houses.  As  there  is  no  alternative  accommodation,  this 
cannot  be  done. 

For  further  information  on  Housing,  see  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  report. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  GENERALLY  DURING  THE 

PERIOD,  1921—1925. 


In  1923,  and  again  in  1924,  Scarlet  Fever  was  prevalent. 

In  1923,  there  was  an  epidemic  of  Diphtheria. 

For  the  1925  figures,  see  below. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  provided  by  the  Council,  and  is 
obtainable  from  Mr.  Ruff,  West  Cliff  Pharmacy,  and  free 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  “  Schick  ”  and  “  Dick  ”  tests,  and  artifici'^ 
immunisation  have  not  been  carried  out.  Examination  of 
throat  swabs  is  paid  for  by  the  Council,  and  medical  men  have 
made  free  use  of  these  facilities  in  suspected  and  doubtful 
cases.  Dysentery,  trench  fever,  anthrax,  and  rabies  have 
been  entirely  absent  during  the  period  ;  and  there  has  been  no 
case  of  smallpox  for  over  20  years.  A  few  cases  of  malari., 
were  notified,  all  contracted  abroad. 

During  the  five  years  period,  there  were  36  deaths  from 
influenza,  26  of  which  occurred  in  the  epidemic  of  1924. 

Steps  are  being  taken  to  adopt  the  1925  Act  to  deal  with 
the  disinfection  of  verminous  persons  and  their  belongings. 

Disinfection  of  premises  exposed  to  Infection  has  been 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Staff.  Infected  articles  have  been 
dealt  with  by  the  “  Thresh  ”  steam  disinfector  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis)  During  the  Year  1925. 

7'otal  cases  Cases  admitted  Total 


Diseases. 

Smallnov  . 

notified. 

_  0  _ 

to  Hospital. 
.  0  _ 

Deaths. 
.  0 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Q  _ 

.  8  .... 

.  0 

_  7  . , , , 

.  6  .... 

.  0 

ParatvnhnlH  Fever 

_  I  _ 

.  I  _ 

.  I 

Fncenhalitl«;  letharp'ica 

_  I  _ 

. .  0  .... 

.  I 

Pneumonia  . 

_ 27  _ 

.  0  _ 

.  s 

Malaria  . 

_  2  _ 

.  0  _ 

.  0 

Erysipelas  . 

_  c 

.  0  _ 

.  0 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

_  0 

.  0  _ 

.  0 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

0 

.  0  _ 

.  0 

Other  diseases  . 

.  0  _ 

.  0 

TUBERCULOSIS  IN  1925. 


NEW  CASES,  DKATHS 


Acre 

Periods. 

Pulmonary, 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  . 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

I 

I  . 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5  . 

2 

I 

I 

I 

0 

0 

0 

I 

TO  . 

I 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  . 

0 

2 

I 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

20  . 

2 

I 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

25  . 

I 

2 

0 

3 

2 

0 

I 

0 

35  . 

0 

0 

I 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

45  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

55  . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

n 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upw’ds 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4'otals  _ 

8 

6 

3 

7 

6 

5 

I 

2 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

An  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  provided  in  premises  situated 
in  Grape  Lane,  and  a  clinic  is  held  there,  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  every  Tuesday, 
between  the  hours  of  2  and  4  p.m.  He  is  ably  assisted  b 
Nurse  R.  Cox,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  who  also  carries  out  the 
duties  of  School  Nurse,  and  by  Nurse  A.  G.  Robbins,  S.R.N., 
C. M.B.,  when  her  other  duties  permit  her  to  attend. 

There  is  nO'  doubt  that  this  Centre  is  greatly  appreciated 
by  mothers  who  bring  their  infants  for  examination  and  for 
advice.  All  cases  needing  medical  treatment  are  referred 
to  their  own  medical  attendant. 
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In  1925,  there  were  48  sessions,  with  a  total  attendance 
of  2,161  children,'  thus  averaging-  45.01  per  session. 

A  X^oluntary  Association  of  Lady  Helpers,  with  Lady 
Robinson  as  Chairman,  renders  valuable  assistance  in  this 
work.  School  clinics  are  held  on  the  same  premises  at  such 
times  as  the  School  Medical  Officer  may  direct.  Throug-h  the 
agency  of  Nurse  Cox,  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  linked  up 
with  the  School  Clinics,  and  children  are  kept  under  observa¬ 
tion  from  infancy  throughout  their  school-days. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  G.  ROSS,  M.B.,  C.M. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT 
SANITARY  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1925. 

(Form  A.). 


Numbkr  Inspectbd 


Number. 

Foreign — 

Tonnage. 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer 
of  Health. 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
Defective. 

Number 

of 

Orders 

issued. 

Steamers . 

.  — 

— 

.  .  - 

— 

— 

— 

*Motor . 

. — 

— 

— 

.  . - 

— 

^  - 

Sailing . 

.  1  . 

..  238  . 

..  2  .. 

.  2  .. 

.  1  ... 

Master 

Seen 

Fishing . 

. —  . 

. .  —  . 

—  . 

— 

-  . . 

— 

Total . 

.  1  . 

..  238  . 

. .  — 

— 

. 

.  — 

Coastwise — 
Steamers  . 

,.57  . 

..3436  . 

..  3  . 

..  3  .. 

*Motor . 

..  6  . 

..  69 

. . .  —  . 

—  . . 

— 

— 

« 

vSailing  . 

..11  . 

..  166 

. . .  —  . 

— 

-  . . 

— 

Fishing . 

.22  . 

.  724  . 

— 

— 

-  . . 

— 

Total  . 

.96 

.4395  . 

..  3  .. 

.  3  .. 

— 

.  — 

Total  Foreign 

and  Coasfwise 

97  . 

..4633  . 

..  5  ., 

,.  S  .. 

— 

_ 

*  Includes  mechanically-propelled  vessels  other  than 
steamers. 

The  Coastwise  vessels  includes  Tugs,  Yachts,  Fishing 
vessels,  and  a  Pleasure  Steamer  plying  for  hire,  in  the 
summer,  between  Scarborough  and  Whitby.  There  was  no 
Rat-infested  boat  reported  during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  AND  WORKPLACES. 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and 

Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 
or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 


Inspections. 

Written 
N  utices. 

Factories 

6 

0 

(Including  Factory  Luundries) 

Workshops 

21 

1 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces 

10 

0 

(Other  than  Outworker i’  premises) 

37 

1 

2.  ^Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 

Workplaces. 

Number  of  Defects. 
Found.  Ivemedied. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  1  ...  1 

Total  .  1  1 


Annual  Report  of  the  CounciFs  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent 
MR,  O.  E,  GRAHAM,  M.SJ.A.,  MJ.C,S. 

Cert.  Royal  Sanitary  Inst.,  Diplome  in  Meat  and  Food 
Inspection,  Cert.  Institute  of  Cleansing  Superintendents,  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1925. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

Council  Offices,  Whitby. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

the  Whitby  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1925.  This  Report  is  what  is  termed  a  Survey 
Report,  and  gives  briefly  particulars  not  only  for  the  current 
year  but  for  the  period  covered  by  the  last  five  years. 

The  year  has  been  a  busy  one,  and  there  has  been  a  large 
amount  of  work  carried  out.  TwO'  Yards  in  Church  Street 
have  been  sewered  by  the  Council ;  the  whole  of  the  privies  in 
one  Yard,  and  half  the  privies  in  the  other,  have  already  been 
converted  to  the  water  carriage  system  ;  and  the  remaining 
half  will  receive  attention  at  an  early  date. 

The  repair  and  general  overhaul  of  the  properties  in 
Dark  Entry  Yard,  Church  Street,  are  now  complete,  and  the 
houses  are  again  occupied. 

We  are  still  faced  with  a  shortage  of  houses  for  the 
working  classes,  but  it  is  rather  encouraging  tO'  see  private 
enterprise  doing  some  little  by  erecting  houses  of  the  subsidy 
type. 

A  perusal  of  the  various  summaries  and  tables  will  give 
some  idea  of  the  work  accomplished  during  the  year. 
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Table  I. 

Summary  of  Inspections. 

Factories  and  Workshops  .  19 

Slaughter  Houses  . 892 

Butchers’  Shops  .  259 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  .  74 

Bakehouses  . 6 

Common  Lodging  Houses  .  4 

Visits  to  Property  under  Notice  .  608 

Visits  to  Work  in  Progress  .  653 

Markets,  Fish,  and  Fruit  Shops  .  186 

Offensive  Trades  .  2 

Visits  to  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  .  10 

Visits  to  Van  Dwellings  .  28 

Ships  Inspected  .  5 

Miscellaneous  .  742 


Total  .  3 >488 


Complaints  Investigated  .  63 

Verminous  Houses  Disinfected  .  3 

Owners  or  Agents  Interviewed  .  193 

Drains  Tested  . 144 

Houses  Disinfected  (Infectious  Diseases)  .  56 

Sewers  Inspected  .  5 


Total  .  464 


Houses  Inspected  (Inspection  of  District)  .  16 

Premises  Inspected  (Public  Health  Act)  .  148 

Schools  Inspected  .  2 

Hotels  Inspected  . 9 


Total  .  175 


Sanitary  Certificates  issued  .  12 

Preliminary  Notices  served  .  28 

Statutory  Notices  served  .  21 

Table  II. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  defects  found  at  the 
properties  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Act  and  under 
the  Housing  Acts,  during  the  year  : — 

Drains  requiring  Re-construction  .  83 

Drains  requiring  connecting  with  Main  Sewer  15 

Drains  not  efficiently  trapped  .  121 

Drains  requiring  Ventilation  Shafts  .  29 
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Defective  Handrails  .  i 

Defective  Sink  Pipes  and  Drains  .  5 

Defective  Ceilings  .  13 

Defective  Door  Fastenings  .  3 

Defective  Stairs  .  5 

Defective  House  Walls  .  5 

Defective  Doors  .  3 

Defective  Eave  and  Fall  Pipes  .  ii 

Defective  Fireplaces  . 2 

Defective  Roofing  .  16 

Defective  Floors  .  22^ 

Defective  Urinals  .  7 

Defective  Windows  .  23 

Defective  Plasterwork  .  18 

Defective  Water  Closets  .  16 

Defective  Sinks  . 1 .  i 

Choked  Drains  cleared  .  30 

Waste  Pipes  requiring  disconnecting  .  35 

Fall  Pipes  requiring  disconnecting  .  7 

To  provide  Eave  and  Fall  Pipes  .  3 

To  provide  Sinkstones  to  Houses  .  12 

To  provide  Ashes  Bins  .  40 

Nuisances  from  Stagnant  Water  .  i 

Nuisances  from  Defective  Surface  of  Yard  ...  4 

Nuisances  from  Smoke  .  2 

Offensive  Accumulations  .  3 

Offensive  Old  Wells  filled  in  .  2 

Ashpits  and  Closets  requiring  Re-construction  24 
Old  Privies  altered  to  Water  Carriage  System  52 

Insufficient  Closet  accommodation  .  7' 

Houses  Overcrowded  .  i 

Houses  requiring  Ventilation  and  Fight  .  g 

Houses  requiring  Cleansing  .  2 

Houses  Damp  .  8 

Houses  requiring  Water  Supply  . 2 

Workshops  requiring  Lime-Washing  .  i 

Slaughter  Houses  re-constructed  .  i 


Total  .  645 


PRIVY  CONVERSION. 

During  the  year,  52  privies  have  been  converted  to  the 
Water  Carriage  System  under  Sec.  36  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875.  Seven  other  new  water-closets  have  been  provided 
where  insufficiency  of  accommodation  was  found  to  exist.  In 
all  these  cases,  ashes  bins  have  also'  been  provided  for  the 
storage  of  house  refuse. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Ashpit  and  Closet 
Accommodation  in  the  town  at  the  present  time,  after  allow¬ 
ing  for  conversions  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  including 
tlie  accommodation  provided  at  the  new  properties  erected. 


Fresh  Water  Closets  .  2,682 

Dry  Ashpits  .  357 

Privies  .  987 

Ashes  Bins  . .  i)582 


For  comparison,  the  following  tables  will  be  found 
interesting  : — 


• 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

Fresh  Water  Closets  ... 

•  2,438 

2,456 

2,499 

2,596 

2,682 

Dry  Ashpits  . 

.  419 

419 

397 

361 

357 

Privies  . 

•  1,149 

1,135 

1,108 

1,095 

983 

Ashes  Bins  . 

•  U355 

1,367 

1,416 

1,508 

1,582 

Conversions  carried  out  during  the  same  period,  together 
with  new  accommodation  where  insufficiency  of  accommoda¬ 
tion  has  been  found  — 


1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925. 

26  17  28  78  59 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  that  the  privy  system  of 
accommodation  is  being  steadily  replaced  by  water  closets. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  10  Workshop  Bakehouses 
and  6  Factory  Bakehouses  in  the  town. 

Regular  visits  have  been  made  to  these  premises,  and 
they  have  been  maintained  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory  condition 
throughout  the  year. 

ICE  CREAM  MANUFACTURERS. 

The  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream,  which  is  largely  a  season 
trade,  calls  for  special  attention  during  the  summer  months. 
The  number  of  manufacturers  increases  annually,  and  every 
endeavour  is  made  to  secure  hygienic  conditions  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  and  retail  of  this  popular  commodity. 

SLAUGHTER=HOUSES. 

The  Slaughter-Houses  on  the  Register  remain  the  same 
as  last  year,  namely,  6  Registered  and  3  which  are  subject  to 
annual  licence.  These  Slaughter-Houses  serve  the  14  local 
Butchers  established  in  the  town.  We  have  other  butchers 
in  the  town  who  slaughter  outside  the  Urban  Area.  The 
.Slaughter-Houses  generally  are  poor,  and  have  been  reported 
on  adversely  on  very  many  occasions. 

A  Public  Abattoir  is  still  badly  needed. 


19 


The  Slaug'hter-Houses  on  the  Register,  1920 : — 

Licensed  :  2  .  Registered :  8 

The  Slaughter-Houses  on  the  Register,  1925  : — 

Licensed  :  3  .  Registered :  6 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

This  important  branch  of  Public  Health  Work  has  again 
absorbed  a  considerable  amount  of  my  time  and  attention,  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  summary  of  visits  made  to  premises. 
Slaughter-Houses  have  received  892  visits.  The  number  of 
visits  could  be  materially  reduced  and  the  work  made  much 
easier  and  more  effective  if  we  had  a  Public  Abattoir. 

Diseased  conditions  are  commonly  met  with  in  the 
Slaughter-House,  and  it  is  only  by  constant  inspection  and 
supervision  that  a  pure  and  wholesome  meat  supply  is 
secured.  You  will  readily  understand  how  difficult  it  is  for  me 
to  inspect  all  animals  slaughtered  for  food  when  slaughtering 
is  taking  place  on  9  different  premises  and  at  all  times  of  the 
day.  The  proper  time  to  inspect  a  carcase  thoroughly  is 
during  the  time  of  slaughter  when  the  organs  are  being 
removed  from  the  animal.  This  is  impossible  at  the  present 
time,  but  could  be  secured  if  all  slaughtering  took  place  under 
one  roof. 

The  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations,  which  came  into 
operation  on  the  ist  April,  1925,  prohibit  the  use  of  a 
Slaughter-House  for  any  purpose  other  than  the  slaughtering 
of  animals  for  food. 

It  also  provides  for  Notice  of  Slaughter  to  be  given  tO'  me 
on  any  day  other  than  recognised  slaughter  days,  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  having  been  fixed  as  regular  days  in 
Whitby,  and  Notice  of  Slaughter  of  any  animal  other  than  a 
sheep  has  to  be  given  by  the  Butcher  to  enable  me  to  examine 
the  carcase.  Very  frequently  such  Notices  are  delivered  on 
Sunday. 

The  Order  makes  various  other  provisions  governing  the 
removal  of  carcase  and  organs,  inflation  of  carcases,  the 
prevention  of  an  infected  person  from  taking  part  in  the 
slaughter  of  animals  for  food,  etc. 

The  most  disappointing  part  of  the  Order  is  that  dealing 
with  the  prevention  of  contamination  of  the  meat  exposed  for 
sale  after  slaughter  in  the  Butcher’s  shop.  The  Order  says 
that  a  retailer  shall  take  all  reasonable  precautions  to  prevent 
contamination  of  the  meat  by  dirt,  flies,  etc.  In  my  opinion, 
the  only  way  to  prevent  contamination,  and  secure  a  clean 
meat  supply  is  to  make  it  compulsory  for  all  Butchers’  shops 
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to  be  provided  with  windows.  W  hat  can  be  done  where 
frozen  meat  is  being’  retailed  surely  can  be  done  where  home- 
killed  meat  is  being  retailed  for  sale. 

The  Regulations  have  increased  my  work  considerably 
since  they  came  into  operation.  On  many  occasions,  I  have 
to  visit  the  Slaughter-Houses  on  Sundays  upon  receiving 
Notice  of  Slaughter. 

The  diseases  met  with  in  the  animals  condemned  were  : — 
Tuberculosis,  Inflammation,  Abcesses,  Odema,  Cystic  and 
Parasitic  Diseases  of  the  Organs.  The  Corned  Beef  and  Fish 
were  condemned  on  account  of  unsoundness. 

The  Meat  condemned  on  account  of  diseased  and  unsound 
conditions,  during  the  year,  is  as  follows  : — 

Beef,  2,112  lbs.  ;  Pork,  546  lbs.  ;  Mutton,  50  lbs.  ;  Veal, 
52  lbs.  ;  Lamb,  47  lbs.  ;  total  weight,  2,807  ^bs. 

Offal  Destroyed  : — 

Beast: — Livers,  31;  Lungs  (sets^,  6;  Hearts,  6; 

Stomachs,  24;  Intestines,  6;  Cald  Fat,  6;  Mesenteric 
Fat,  6;  Kidneys,  12. 

Pig  : — Livers,  2  ;  Lungs  (sets),  3  ;  Hearts,  3  ;  Stomachs, 
2  ;  Intestines,  2  ;  Cald  Fat,  2  ;  Mesenteric  Fat,  5  ;  Kidneys,  4. 

Sheep: — Livers,  20;  Lungs  (sets),  i;  Hearts,  i; 

Stomachs,  i  ;  Intestines,  i  ;  Cald  Fat,  i  ;  Mesenteric  Fat,  i  ; 
Kidneys,  2. 

Total  Weight  of  Offal: — 2,619  lbs. 

Tripe  destroyed,  24  lbs.  Fish  destroyed,  228  lbs. 

Fruit  destroyed,  3  boxes  of  Grapes. 

Total  WTights  of  Meat  and  Offal  condemned  during  the 
years: — 1921,  3,808  lbs.;  1922,  2,291  lbs.;  1923,  6,832  lbs.; 
1924,  2,088  lbs.  ;  1925,  5,426  lbs. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  are  27  Registered  Cow-Keepers  in  the  district. 

Bi-annual  inspections  have  been  made  by  your 
Veterinary  Inspector  and  myself  with  a  view  to  securing 
cleanly  conditions  and  enforcing  the  Bye-laws,  also  for  the 
examination  of  the  Milch  Cattle  for  the  detection  of 
d'uberculosis.  The  Veterinary  Inspector’s  report  will  be 
found  on  page  27. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  appears  to  be  greater 
care  taken  by  farmers  generally  with  a  view  to  securing  a 
clean  milk  supply. 
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In  very  few  instances  had  farmers  to  be  warned  on 
account  of  overdue  limewashing". 

During-  the  year  one  application  was  received  for 
reg-istration  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Order.  The  premises  were  inspected  and  found  unsuitable, 
and  registration  was  therefore  refused. 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  two  Offensive  Trades  Premises  licensed  in  the  town 
have  been  visited  at  regular  intervals,  and  have  been  found 
satisfactory. 

The  trades  carried  on  in  these  are  Tripe  Boiling  and  Gut 
Scraping. 

Common  Lodgmg=Houseis. 

We  have  only  one  Common  Lodging-House  on  the 
Register;  this  has  accommodation  for  13  lodgers.  Various 
visits  have  been  made,  and  the  house  has  been  well  main¬ 
tained. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

Nineteen  visits  have  been  made  to  Workshops  during 
the  year. 

Notices  of  the  establishment  of  four  new  workshops  have 
been  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  together 
with  one  notice  respecting  overdue  Limewashing.  All  these 
matters  have  received  attention. 

Infection  and  Disinfection. 

There  were  17  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 
notified  during  the  year.  All  infected  houses  were  disinfected 
after  the  removal  of  the  patient  to  hospital.  Similar  dis¬ 
infection  is  carried  out  after  cases  of  Consumption. 

The  Steam  Disinfector  at  the  Hospital  has  alsO'  been 
used  for  the  disinfection  of  the  following  articles  : — 

21  mattresses,  47  pillows,  32  blankets,  47  miscellaneous 
articles. 

Public  Cleansing. 

This  work,  which  is  under  my  charge,  is  carried  out  by  a 
regular  staff  of  sweepers. 

The  whole  of  the  roads  and  footpaths  in  the  town  are 
patrolled  daily,  and  cleanly  conditions  are  maintained. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  House  Refuse,  a  very 
important  branch  of  Public  Health  Administration,  is  und^r 
my  supervision, 
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In  many  towns  great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  the  dis¬ 
posal  of  refuse  satisfactorily  after  collection.  In  Whitby 
these  difficulties  have  been  overcome  by  the  erection  of  your 
Screening  Plant  and  Incinerators  in  1919,  since  which  year 
all  town  refuse  has  been  screened,  the  saleable  materials 
sorted  out  and  sold,  general  rubbish  burnt,  and  the  screenings 
sold  to  farmers  for  manurial  purposes. 


The  quantity  of  refuse  dealt  with  varies  considerably  at 
certain  periods  of  the  year ;  for  instance,  a  normal  weekly 
collection  amounts  to  approximately  loads — ^he  highest 

total  loads  of  refuse  collected  in  one  week  was  la®,  at,  Fn^ter,/!.. 
In  addition  to  the  House  Refuse,  most  of  the  Trade  Refuse 
from  the  shops  in  the  town  is  also'  dealt  with  at  the 
incinerators ;  these  loads  also  vary  considerably  during  the 
year,  the  lowest  weekly  amount  being  five  loads  and  the 
largest  30  loads.  A  perusal  of  the  chart  on  refuse  collection 
will  be  found  self-explanatory. 


The  sales  of  salved  materials  and  manure  have,  during 
the  year,  realised  ^410  iis.  id.  Since  the  plant  was  erected 
the  total  sales  have  realised  ;^3,i55  is.  6d. 


DETAILS  OF  COLLECTION. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May  _ 

Tune 

July  . 

August 
September 
October 
N  ovember 
December 


IvOads  collected  and  dealt 
with  at  the  Salvage  Station  : 


Town  Refuse. 

Trade  Refuse. 

Places  emptied. 

..  317  ... 

....  82  .... 

12,289 

320 

...  80  .... 

12,065 

to 

0 

...  87  .... 

12,072 

..  319  ... 

61  _ 

11,209 

..  396  ... 

...  II3  .... 

..  14,865 

292 

...  97  .... 

••  11,735 

..  379  ... 

...  II7  .... 

..  14,946 

..  341  ... 

...  102  _ 

••  12,255 

•  345  ••• 

...  107  _ 

..  12,514 

410 

...  88  .... 

••  14^527 

316 

...  50  .... 

11,642 

•  415  ••• 

...  78-  .... 

..  14,418 

Totals  ...  4,170  1,062 


154.537 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 


3,231  ...  174  177.835 

3.503  215  .  172,015 

3.762  ...  387  165,421 

3,888  ...  713  162,199 

4,170  ...1,062  .  154.537 
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DETAILS  OF  DISPOSAL. 


Treated  Manure  Supplied  to  Farmers  : 
Loads  deposited  on  Loads  delivered 


Farms  « ithin 


hy 


WagOH  loads  Cart  loads 


the  District, 
(untreated) 

steam 

Wagon. 

Motor 

Wagon. 

removed  by 

Farmers. 

removed  by 
Farmers. 

January  .... 

..  75  ... 

37 

. . .  — 

I 

2 

February 

..  71  ... 

23 

9 

...  24  ... 

26 

March  . 

...  59  ... 

1 1 

•••  3 

...  23  ... 

9 

April  . 

...  66  ... 

21 

. . .  — 

12 

7 

May  . 

...  82  ... 

37 

- 

...  5  ... 

12 

June  . 

...  76  ... 

37 

— 

2 

— 

July  . 

...  86  ... 

58 

— 

— 

— 

August  . 

...  58  ... 

26 

— 

— 

— 

September 

...  68  ... 

18 

— 

I 

3 

October 

...  84  ... 

38 

— 

...  10  ... 

5 

November 

...  68  ... 

51 

— 

— 

16 

December 

.  74 

10 

—  3  ••• 

26 

Totals 

. . .  867 

367 

12 

81 

106 

1921 

00 

323 

— 

...  84  ... 

426 

1922 

0 

00 

331 

— 

...  207  ... 

104 

1923  ... 

...  896  ... 

/ 

411 

•••  3 

...  112 

109 

1924  ... 

...  815  ... 

412 

...  13 

...  95  ... 

128 

1925  ... 

...  867 

12 

81 

106 

HOUSE  AND  TRADE  REFUSE.— Table  shewing:  Cost  for  Year,  1925 
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Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

The  administration  of  the  above  Act  is  under  my 
charge. 

Suitable  bills  were  posted  about  the  Town  in  October 
calling  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  necessity  of 
reducing  the  number  of  rats  in  known  infested  areas.  Free 
poisons  were  also'  offered  to  persons  who'  made  application  for 
same.  There  were  only  eight  applications  made.  The 
Council’s  officials  have  again  laid  a  large  number  of  baits, 
and  they  are  of  opinion  that  good  results  have  followed. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  Houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  (including  number  given  separately 


under  (b)  )  .  45 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 
Acts  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  Nil 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  32 


1. — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspections — 

1.  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  . 164 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  .  16 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  .  3 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  .  16 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 


129 
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3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceeding's  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925* 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  i 

2.  Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  22 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention 
to  close  .  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

I.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 


remedied  .  20 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  .  20 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  ii,  14,  and  15,  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925. 

1.  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  tO' 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  .  3 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwell¬ 
ing-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  .  Nil 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

5.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  Nil 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  only  officer  employed  on 
this  work.  He  also  acts  as  Cleansing  Superintendent, 
Petroleum  Inspector,  Hackney  Carriage  Inspector,  and  Rat 
Officer. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

O.  E.  GRAHAM,  M.S.I.A.,  M.I.C.S., 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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VETERINARY  REPORT 

upon  the  inspection  of  Cattle  in  Dairies  for  the 

Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  Milk  Supply. 

To  the  CJiainnan  and  Members  of  ike 
Whitby  Urban  District  Council, 

(ientlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to-  present  herewith  my  Annual  Report 
of  the  Dairies  and  Milch  Cattle  in  the  Urban  Area,  for  the 
year  1925. 

I  made  the  first  inspection  on  the  30th  May,  1925,  and 
the  second  on  the  3rd  December,  1925.  The  figures  were  as 
follows  : — 265  Cows  in  45  sheds. 

There  was  very  little  fault  tO'  be  found  with  the  cows  in 
most  cases,  but  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  impress  upon 
some  of  the  owners  that  it  is  important  and  necessary  that  the 
udders  must  be  kept  clean. 

In  one  instance  the  presence  of  Tuberculosis  was 
suspected  to  exist,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  testing 
the  herd.  This  was  done,  and  resulted  in  two  animals 
re-acting.  These  two  beasts  were  sent  away,  and  twO'  fresh 
ones  bought.  These  I  tested  on  the  owner’s  behalf,  both 
passing.  This  owner  has  now  a  Tubercular  tested  free  herd. 

Unfortunately,  under  the  conditions  of  the  1925 
Tuberculosis  Order,  as  neither  of  these  two  re-acting  beasts 
were  emaciated  or  at  the  time  giving  Tubercular  milk,  I  was 
unable  to  have  them  destroyed  and  suitable  compensation 
awarded. 

This,  I  need  hardly  state,  is  far  from  satisfactory,  as 
someone  else  gets  these  beasts  under  existing  conditions  ;  and, 
of  course,  the  owner  cannot  be  expected  to  bear  the  burden  of 
a  dead  loss. 

The  vital  importance  of  a  clean  milk  supply  cannot  be  too 
strongly  impressed,  and  I  think  that  if  the  Council  would 
grant  a  certificate  to  a  milk-seller  after  the  application  of  the 
Tuberculin  test,  possibly  the  Council  could  see  their  way  to 
meeting  the  owners  in  the  cost  of  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  test.  I  feel  sure  that  the  benefits  that  would  ultimately 
accrue  to  the  public  and  to  the  seller  would  prove  to  be  of  very 
great  value. 

I  would  also  suggest  for  your  consideration  that  a 
printed  card,  with  the  necessary  hygienic  instructions  tO'  be 
observed  by  milk-sellers,  be  sent  to  each  dairy  owner  in  the 
Urban  Area. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

Yours  faithfully, 

THOS.  ANDERSON,  M.R.C.V.S. 


REPORT  OF  MISS  A.  G.  ROBBINS, 

MIDWIFE. 


To  ilie  Chairman  and  Members  of 

the  Whitby  Urban  District  CoiinciL 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Sixth  Annual 
Report  of  the  work  of  the  Maternity  Department  for  the  year 
1925. 

During  the  past  year  loi  cases  were  attended,  94  being 
confinements.  In  thirty-seven  of  these  cases  a  doctor  was 
either  engaged  or  called  in  on  behalf  of  the  mother  or  baby  ; 
fifteen  cases  were  abnormal,  and  seven  were  attended  by 
serious  complications.  There  were  three  cases  of  twin 
delivery,  two  being  prematurely  stillborn. 

Of  the  95  new  babies  under  my  care,  73  were  wholly 
breast-fed  and  nine  were  supplemented  with  humanised  milk- 
feeds.  Here  I  would  like  tO'  say  that  it  is  my  firm  conviction 
that  the  first  and  most  essential  condition  of  baby’s  welfare 
is  entire  and  satisfactory  breast-feeding  for  the  first  few 
months  of  life.  The  much  higher  resistance  of  breast-fed 
babies  to  infection  is  a  matter  of  common  observation — a 
healthy  breast-fed  baby  is  a  happy,  contented  little  soul. 

I  find  most  of  the  mothers  anxious  to  train  their  babies 
in  clean  habits  and  regular  feeding  from  the  first.  This  is 
the  first  part  of  baby’s  education.  Experience  teaches  that 
the  rules  governing  the  proper  care  of  baby  cannot  be 
repeated  too  often  ;  the  greatest  essentials  are  cleanliness — 
cleanliness  in  everything  and  all  the  time — and  regular  and 
proper  feeding.  In  the  case  of  young  mothers  in  particular, 
the  advice  given  at  their  homes  and  at  the  Welfare  was  in 
almost  every  case  followed. 

During  the  year  13 1  expectant  mothers  were  seen  and 
advised,  and  when  the  birth  promised  to  be  abnormal  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  as  far  as  possible  for  the  confinement, 
fifteen  cases  being  under  special  observation.  The  health  of 
the  expectant  mother  must  be  one  of  the  first  considerations 
in  our  scheme  for  Infant  Welfare.  This  branch  of  the  work 
is  more  than  usually  difficult,  as  our  housing  conditions  in 
Whitby  are  in  many  cases  very  poor,  quite  a  number  of  the 
ailments  being  due  to  lack  of  free  circulation  of  air  in  the 
home.  I  should  like  to  see  a  bed  subsidised  and  an  up-to-date 
ante-natal  clinic  for  our  poor  mothers  at  our  own  Whitby 
Memorial  Hospital.  Could  not  a  way  be  found?  1  find  the 
young  mother-to-be  eager  for  advTce  and  willing  to  learn. 
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Ante-natal  booking’s  are  earlier — a  great  advantage,  as  one 
gets  to  know  the  mother  better.  There  is  considerable 
improvement  in  the  preparation  for  the  confinement,  particu¬ 
larly  with  regard  to  preparing  suitable  clothes  for  baby,  and 
this  in  spite  of  lack  of  means  due  to  industrial  conditions. 
Slowly  but  surely  the  cotton  shirts  and  stiff  binders,  the  low 
necks  and  short  sleeves  which  left  the  wee  body  unprotected 
where  protection  was  most  needed,  the  heavy  but  not  warm 
flannelette  barras,  have  been  replaced  by  the  sensible  and 
comfortable  layettes  of  to-day,  with  their  soft  knitted  vests, 
warm  flannels  and  dainty  gowns  of  winoeyette.  An  encour- 
aging  part  of  the  work  is  the  Interest  shown  in  the  prepara¬ 
tions  by  the  prospective  father,  some  of  whom  have  made  the 
most  charming  and  delightful  cots  just  from  illustrations  seen 
in  a  well-known  nursing  magazine.  One  such  cot  is  to  be 
seen  at  the  Welfare  Centre. 

We  are  hoping  later  to  supply  sterile  outfits  at  a  moderate 
price,  which  will  supply  a  long-felt  want  and  will  be  a  great 
boon  to  the  doctor  or  nurse  in  attendance  at  a  confinement. 

I  should  like  to  pay  a  tribute  to  our  medical  men,  who 
respond  so  willingly  tO'  a  call. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  visits  paid 
during  the  year  : — 

Expectant  Mothers  ...  545.  Nursing  Visits  ...  2,586 

Post-Natal  .  Nights  on  duty  ...  80 

In  conclusion,  may  I  express  my  thanks  to  the  members 
of  the  Council,  particularly  the  Health  Committee  and  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  their  help  and  advice  ;  alsO'  the 
ladies  of  the  Voluntary  Committee,  who  have  given  of  their 
best. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  GEORGINA  ROBBINS, 


Midwifery  Nurse, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  HEALTH 

VISITOR,  1925. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Membef's  of 

the  lA/hitby  Urban  District  Council 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting-  my  Report  for  1925  as 
Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  that  I  find  increasing  help  from 
the  parents  of  children,  who  are  realising  in  an  increasing 
measure  the  help  that  I  am  able  to  give  them,  and  I  have 
received  many  instances  of  their  appreciation. 


The  year  has  been  very  free  from  anything  but  slight 
ailments  amongst  children,  and  I  attribute  this  in  some  degree 
to  the  valuable  work  which  is  done  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centre.  The  interest  taken  by  the  mothers  is  very  noticeable, 
and  I  feel  certain  that  the  town  will  benefit  from  its  work  in 
an  increasing  degree  in  succeeding  years. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  the  work  during  the  year  : 

Births  Notified.  Male.  Female. 

202  100  102 


Illegitimate. 

6 


Still  Births.  Twins. 

7  3 


First  \usits  Paid  to  Homes. 
96 


wSubsequent  Visits. 
1,21 1 


Tuberculosis  \'isits.  Sessions  held  at  Welfare. 

94  48 

Mothers  Attended.  Babies  Attended. 

1,566  2,161 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  advice  given  both  at  the  homes 
and  at  the  Welfare  Centre  is  continuing  to  show  satisfactory 
results,  and  the  mothers  are  very  anxious  to  learn,  so  that  the 
babies  must  benefit  very  materially.  From  a  personal  point 
of  view,  the  most  pleasing  feature  of  my  work  is  the  steady 
growth  of  the  confidence  of  the  mothers  that  the  work  of  the 
Centre  aims  at  what  is  best  for  them  and  their  children, 
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There  is  still  a  percentage  of  mothers  who  are  very 
ignorant,  especially  amongst  cases  of  first  babies,  so  that  there 
is  yet  room  for  a  wider  knowledge  of  what  the  Centre  strives 
to  teach.  I  am  hopeful,  however,  that  these  cases  will 
diminish  steadily,  as  it  is  very  sad  to  see  little  ones  suffer 
because  of  the  fact  that  the  mother  has  not  been  taught  or 
has  not  fully  grasped  the  teaching  given  her. 

The  Centre  in  Grape  Lane  has  been  open  regularly  every 
Tuesday  from  2  to  4  o’clock  p.m.,  and  it  is  again  a  great 
pleasure  tO’  record  the  great  help  rendered  by  the  Ladies’ 
Voluntary  Help  Committee,  without  whose  assistance  the 
work  of  the  Centre  would  not  be  so  efficient  as  it  has  proved 
to  be. 

The  help  of  Dr.  Ross  has  been  of  the  greatest  possible 
assistance,  and  his  advice  is  heeded  to  an  increasing  degree, 
whilst  the  mothers  are  glad  to  have  indicated  tO'  them  that  the 
attention  of  their  family  doctor  is  desirable.  This  has  saved 
a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  suffering,  and  by  itself  would 
justify  the  existence  of  the  Centre. 

The  Thrift  Club  and  Clothing  Club  are  still  in  operation. 


SCHOOL  WORK. 

The  work  of  the  schools  has  greatly  increased  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  and  Dr.  Dale  Wood  has  done  a  great  deal 
of  valuable  work.  Here  again  it  is  pleasing  to  notice  the 
almost  eagerness  of  most  of  the  mothers  tO'  find  out  what  is 
amiss  with  the  children,  and  Dr.  Dale  Wood’s  advice  has  had 
very  beneficial  results  in  minimising  the  degree  and  results  of 
minor  ailments,  besides  aiding  parents  by  pointing  out 
tendencies  which  can  be  corrected,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the 
children  and  indirectly  of  themselves. 

The  school  work  is  greatly  helped  by  the  co-operation  of 
the  teachers,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  confidence  of  the 
parents  is  largelv  due  to  the  care  the  teachers  take  in  instilling 
into  the  children  the  fact  that  the  doctor  and  nurse  are  really 
their  good  friends. 

I  am  very  grateful  to  them  for  their  assistance. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

BEATRICE  COX, 

Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse. 
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